
April Lesson 2 

Holy Orders and Matrimony 

Opening Prayer: Hail Mary 

Lesson: Today’s focus is on the sacraments of Holy Orders and Matrimony. These 

two sacraments represent two different vocations. Use the information on pages 

233-235 and 249-253 of the Parent’s Guide to guide your lesson. 

Lesson Highlights: 

 People are given vocations by God to help them become who He created 

them to be.   

 A vocation is the specific way God calls people to serve Him in the world. 

There are four main vocations: priesthood, religious life, single life, and 

marriage. 

 Two of these vocations are celebrated through Sacraments: priesthood 

(Holy Orders) and marriage (Matrimony).  

 Jesus calls some men to teach, strengthen, and guide His children (the 

Church). These men are called priests. 

 The Sacrament of Holy Orders is the Sacrament in which men are 

consecrated to the priesthood or diaconate.  

 Christ chooses to minister through His priests and deacons and allows them 

to be the vessels that bring the Sacraments to the Church.  

 Jesus calls other people to the vocation of marriage which is celebrated in 

the Sacrament of Matrimony.  

 God, who is love, created man and woman in His image for love. That 

means that every human being is called to love.  

 Those people that are called to be married are called to love in a unique 

and beautiful way.  

 In the Sacrament of Matrimony a man and a woman consecrate themselves 

to be committed to one another until death. They promise to be true to 

each other and love one another for the rest of their lives. They also 

promise to raise children who are a beautiful gift from God.  

 



Discussion Questions:  

Questions for Younger Kids: 

1. Think of the priests you know. How do they serve the people in their 

communities?  

Answers will vary, but may include that the priests celebrate the 

Sacraments, visit people who are sick, provide guidance to those who need 

it, and share the ups and downs of life in their parish communities.  

2. How do married people love one another? 

Answers will vary, but may include that they help one another, sacrifice for 

one another, and do acts of service for one another. 

3. Which vocation do you think God is calling you to? Why?  

Answers will vary. 

 

Questions for Older Kids: 

1. Why do you think God calls some people to the priesthood, others to 

religious life, others to single life, and still others to marriage?  

Answers will vary, but may include that God knows exactly what each 

person needs to reach Heaven. Their vocations are a way for them to 

experience joy here on Earth and to best prepare for eternity in Heaven. 

2. Think about the priesthood and marriage. How are these vocations similar? 

How are they different? 

They’re similar in that they’re both ways of answering God’s call to love. In 

all vocations, people are called to love God before anyone else. A priest 

loves God first and then His people in the Church. A married person loves 

God first and then his/her spouse.  

4. Which vocation do you think God is calling you to? Why?  

Answers will vary. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Activities: 

Craft #1: Priest collar card   

Craft #2: Priest prayer card 

Closing Prayer: Use the following prayer composed by Pope Francis: 

Lord of the Harvest, bless young people with the gift of courage to respond to 

your call. Open their hearts to great ideals, to great things. Inspire all of your 

disciples to mutual love and giving – for vocations blossom in the good soil of 

faithful people. Instill those in religious life, parish ministries, and families with 

the confidence and grace to invite others to embrace the bold and noble path of a 

life consecrated to you. Unite us to Jesus through prayer and sacrament, so that 

we may cooperate with you in building your reign of mercy and truth, of justice 

and peace. Amen.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Priest Collar Card 

1. To make the clerical shirt, fold the piece of black construction paper in half 

vertically. Keep the folded side at the top. Measure down about 1 ½” from 

the top fold and mark that point on the left and right side of the card. From 

the point you marked, make a cut that is about 2” deep. Do the same thing 

on the other side so that the left and right side each have a flap that is 

about 1 ½” x 2”.  

 

2. Fold the flaps toward the middle to make the collar of the clerical shirt. 

Leave space to put the white Roman collar. You might want to angle the 

flaps down a little bit so it looks more like the collar of a shirt. Use glue on 

the back of the flaps to hold these two pieces in place.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



3. Take the smaller strip of white card stock and slide it up under the black 

collar. Glue it into place on the back and then glue the black collar flaps 

down on top of that. This will represent the Roman collar worn by the 

priest. 

 

4. Glue the three buttons down the front of the shirt. 

 

5. Glue the larger piece of white cardstock on the inside of the card. This will 

be where students will write a letter to their priest. 

6. Write a letter to Fr. Adam or Fr. Fred and give it to them the next time you 

see them! 

https://www.catechist.com/designing-cards-priests/  

 

 

 

 

https://www.catechist.com/designing-cards-priests/


Priest Prayer Card 

1. Color the vestments however you’d like. 

2. Add in Fr. Adam’s name at the bottom of the card. 

3. Cut out the picture of Fr. Adam and glue it to the top of the vestments. 

4. Place it somewhere special so that you’ll remember to pray for Fr. Adam! 

 

 

https://www.catechist.com/praying-priests-craft/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Craft #1: Priest collar card   

Family activity (1 per family) 

Supplies: 

Black construction paper (1 per family) 

Strip of white cardstock 1 ¼“ x 3” (1 per family) 

Piece of white cardstock 3 ½“ x 8 ½“ (1 per family) 

Buttons (3 per family) 

Scissors/glue  

Pencils/pens 

Prep Work: 

1. Make a sample craft to show at check-in. 

2. Cut out the cardstock pieces.  

 

Craft #2: Priest prayer card  

Individual activity (1 for each child)  

Supplies:  

Priest prayer card printable 

Picture of Fr. Adam’s head (approximately 1”) 

Markers/crayons  

Scissors/glue 

 

Prep Work: 

1. Take or find a photo of Fr. Adam 

2. Print photos of Fr. Adam (one per child) 

3. Print priest prayer card printable (one per child) 

4. Make a sample craft to show at check-in.  


